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~ Curious Debate in the Senate. 





. 
Correspondence of The Tribune. 


Wasutnetrox, Wednesday, April 19. 

Isn't the following discussion in the Sen- 
ate, on the Census Bill, rich? Is n’t it both 
amusing and instructive ? What d’ye think? 
Would the black mothers South remember 
how many children they had borne, or is 
their intellect and education so imperfect 
that they would be utterly unable to tell ? 

Mr. Ctemens—There is not a man in the 
South owning a hundred negroes who knows 
scarcely any more of the names of the slave 
children than Ido, Ife would be obliged to 
send the census-taker to the negro quarters 
himself, to ascertain the information. 

Mr. Usperwoop—It the slave owner can- 
not give the name of the children, how is he 
to give the age ? 

Mr. CLemens—-Ie knows how many chil- 
dren there are, and can tell about the time 
they were born. Say that he has a negro 
woman of the name of Eliza with four chil- 
dren—he can state about the time each was 
born. As to their names, he would not 
know anything about that until the children 
had reached the age of 12 or 14. 

Mr. UnpERwoop—I cannot speak for the 
large negro owners in the South, but I can 
of that description of people and the negrocs 
inimy own State. And J venture to say, that 
there is no plantation in my quarter, although 
the slaves are nothing like as numerous as 
they are in the South, but what the owner 
can tell you the name of every person on the 
plantation, and that without hesitation. We 
generally keep a record of their names and 
ages, 

Mr. Kinc—I see by the schedule that the 








Census Board is required to obtain informa- 
tion as to the places of birth of slaves. Now 
there is no Southern gentlemen here who 
does not know that it is wholly impractica- 
ble to obtain information of this description 
that will be at all satisfactory or reliable.— 
The proposition which I now make is to 
amend schedule number two, by striking out 
the words “ places of birth.” It is well known 
that, owing to the natural course of things, a 
great number of slaves are taken from one State 
fo another, and the purchasers of such slaves 
Know nothing about their places of birth, and 
consequently it is utterly out of their power 
to give such information, and if it could be 
given it would be pertectly valueless. They 
are known to have been born within the slave 
States, but in which of them is not known.— 
| here may be a few who can tell, but the large 
majority of them cannot by any possibility say 
where they were born, or “give such informa- 
fon as will lead to any beneficial result. 

The question being put on the motion to 
strike out the words “ places of birth.” it was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Kine—In schedule Two are the ful- 
lowing words: “ If a female, the number of 
children she has had, known to be alive, known 
to be dead.” Now, Sir, it is impossible to as- 
rertain the number of children upon a plan- 
tation that any woman has had. The woman 

rself, in nine out of ten cases, when she has 
had ten or Jifteen children, does not know how 
many she has actually had. [A laugh.] No 
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gested some time ago, to strike out every” 
thing but the mere enumeration of the inhab- 
itants. 

Mr. Sewarv—I hope the motion to strike 
out will not prevail. It appears to me that 
the information sought to be obtained by this 
clause is essential. It is interesting to us all, 
as a question of political science, to know 
the actual condition of every class of popula- 
tion in this country ; and certainly it concerns 
the public, as well as the Government, to 
know the actual relative condition of the dif- 
ferent classes of population. ‘The Commit- 
tee desire to procure information in regard to 
the comparative longevity of the white and 
black races in their various conditions. ‘They 
desire to ascertain the number of children 
that each woman has borne, the number that 
are living, and the number that are dead, 
with reference to the question of compara- 
tive longevity. 

But there is another point. There is no 
woman, with great deference to the Senator 
from Alabama, who can have forgotten the 
number of children that she has borne. If 
it be true, as it is said, that there are women 
who do not know whether their children be 
living or dead, and even how many they have 
borne, J should like to ascertain the number of 
such that there are of all races. And I desire 
this information because we have all cher- 
ished a hope that the condition of African ser- 
vitude in this country was in a stage of tran- 
sition from a state of barbarism to a state of 
improvement hereafter. I wish to know how 
rapid that progress is. 1 believe it cannot be 
possible that there are any women, even in 
Atriea, who have forgotten the number of 
children they have borne. If there be any 
in America who have forgotten that fact, so 
important and interesting to themselves, I 
wish to know it, for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing the operation of our social system, and 
the success of that system as leading to the 
improvement of the African race. 1 wish to 
know also what is the extent of the educa- 
tion or of instruction that prevails, so as to 
ascertain whether they are advancing to- 
wards that better condition which constitutes 
the only excuse, as I understand, that we 
have for holding them in servitude. 

Mr. Kinc—I am not at all surprised to 
hear the Senator from New York attempt to 
throw an imputation upon the South to an- 
swer his own purposes. Sir, what I stated 
was, that in many instances you could not 
even get from the mother any correct know- 
ledge of the number of children she had. Go 
into the white settlements in many portions 
of the country, and you will find women in 
the same situation. Does the Senator mean 
to say that all the women of his own State 
are so highly intellectual, so bright in their 
perceptions, so acute in their understanding, 
that they could give similar information if it 
were required of them ? 

Sir, 1 have listened to the Senator’s re- 
marks. Ile comes forward here on all ocea- 
sions, When the slightest opportunity is af- 
forded to him, to endeavor to produce a feel- 
ing of prejudice against that section of coun- 
try in which I live, in order to minister to 
that miserable fanatical spirit. 

The Vice Presipent—The honorable Sen- 
ator is out of order. 

Mr. Kixnc—Well, Sir, let the Senator not 
attempt, by a sneeripg manner and insidious 
language, to produce an effect which he dare 
not do directly. I would like to be informed 
whether all within the State of New York 
are so intelligent, so well informed, and have 
lived in such a way as to justify the belief 
that upon application to them to know the 
number of their children, the information 
could be obtained? Go into New York city, 
or into any portion of the State, and you will 
find persons of that description. 

Mr. Sewarp—In reply to the question 
which the honorable Senator asks me in re- 
gard to the women of New York, I have to 
say that they are able to read the question, 
and that they will read it, and he will not 
find one, white or black, in the State of New 
York, that has forgotten the number of her 
children. That is my judgment. For the 
rest, I repeat that I think the information is 
important for social, politi val and benevolent 
purposes, and I am sincere in desiring that it 
may be obtained. 

Mr. Rusx—Sir, the information sought to 
be obtained is of no earthly use. When itis 
obtained, it amounts to nothing. It may be 
used for the purposes of agitation ; it may be 
used in stump-oratory, to awaken prejudice 
in one section of the country against the oth- 
er, but it is of no practical value. Indeed, 
you can obtain no correct information on the 
subject. It is of a piece with the proceeding 
yesterday, when a petition numerously signed 
was presented, asking Congress to enrol the 
slaves in the militia of the country. Now, is 
this not irritating? What is it supposed will 
be the consequence of enrolling them in the 
militia, and putting arms into their hands, 
and that, too, when prayer 1s put up by men 
in authority here that civil war, servile war 
shall come, rather than that Slavery shall be 
extended into any other Territory. 

I will put one question to the gentleman, 
(Mr. Seward.) and, if he will answer it, I 
think he will refute himself: Would he be 
willing to insert in the Census Bill a propo- 
sition that, in New York, one of these inquis- 
itorial census-takers should be authorized to 
go into the houses and ask every woman 
how many children she has had, and ask oth- 
er questions which may very well be conjec- 
tured, but which my regard for decency, and 
other considerations, induce me to forbear 
mentioning ? Would he, when he chooses to 
institute this inquisition, so far as regards the 
black population, go to a mother and ask 
questions which would be regarded as indel- 
icate if put to any white woman : I ask, is 
he willing to have the census-taker go round 
in his own State and ask every woman how 
many children she has had? And, ts 
gentleman who regards all colors alike ought 
not to make the distinction. Why, he is per- 
fectly indifferent to color. He has as high 
appreciation of a black woman as he has of a 
white; he cannot object, then, to put upon 
the same level white and black, so far as this 





inquiry is concerned, 


Mr. Sewarp—As the Senator puts a ques- 
tion to me, I will answer it. I have not the 
least objection in the world to have every 
woman in America asked how many chil- 
dren she has borne. 

Mr. UnpErwoop—This is not my scheme. 
It was the plan of a Southern gentleman, 
who believed that a certain class of colored 
people had fewer children than a certain oth- 
er class; and he believed that the average 
duration of the lives of the children of the 
darker class was longer than that of the chil- 
dren of the lighter colored class or the mixed. 
And it was for the purpose of ascertaining 
the physiological fact that he wanted the in- 
quiry made. 

Mr. Rusk—If you would collect informa- 
tion upon matters of this kind, you should 
form a commission of old women or physi- 
cians, and send them out to make investiga- 
tions, 

Mr. Dayron—The Senator from Alabama 
says that, from his own observation, the 
black race is, in his judgment, longer lived 
and more prolific than the intermediate clas- 
ses between the black and the white race; 
and that, as the blacks approximate to the 
whites, and reach to an almost imperceptible 
shade, longevity is much diminished, and the 
power of procreation equally so, if in a cer- 
tain stage it is not entirely gone; that, in a 
word, the mulatto in a certain degree is a 
hybrid! 

I am informed, too, that the pure black 
has in the South an admitted greater value 
than the mulatto; that he consumes more, 
and can do more; that the power of endu- 
rance of plantation labor diminishes in pro- 
portion to the admixture of white blood ; that 
the mulatto has, in a word, neither the better 
properties of the white man nor the negro. 

These become important physiological 
facts, if they are facts, Prof. Agassiz, I be- 
lieve, and others, have even held them and 
the whites as of an originally different race. 
I do not mean to indicate any concurrence in 
such opinion, but ain willing to institute any 
proper inquiry. 

Mr. Burter—TIf it is our purpose to pub- 
lish documents to accommodate the tastes and 
views of speculative philosophers, 1 do not 
see why we should not inquire who has most 
sense, a black man or a mulatto, T under- 
stand that the individual now at the head of 
the Republic of Liberia is a mulatto, and I 
believe there is no instance of the mulatto 
coming in contact with the blacks in which 
lie does not assume the superiority. 


Mr. Unperwoop—As the table was re- 
ported by the Committee, it gave you the 
name of the female, her color, the number of 
her children, her age, and everything about 
her; but you have mutilated it so by your 
amendments that a change may now be ne- 
cessary. 

Mr. Yutee—The name would not have 
given us the color, whether she was black, 
ash-color or mulatto. 


Mr. UnpeErwoop—There was a column for 
color. 

The motion to strike out was then put and 
carried. 


—_ 
—_ 





Peter anp unis Master.—A_ gentleman 
from Kentucky, passing Main street on Sat- 
urday !ast, met to his great surprise, a negro 
man whom he recognised as a slave who ran 
away from him about ten years since. The 
master seized the “boy” by the collar and 
ordered him to return to Kentucky forth- 
with. But Pete was not so easily captured. 
Ile assumed a careless air, told his master he 
was heartily sick of freedom and would 
gladly return home, but he could not go 
without his clothes, and if his master would 
accompany him to his lodgings, he would 
‘gather his wares’ and be with him‘instanter. 
The Kentuckian readily consented, and was 
conducted to an old frame tenement in an 
alley. Pete entered, leaving his master out- 
side to await his return. For half an hour 
the Kentuckian patiently stood in the alley 
looking for Pete. But Pete did’t come.— 
The master then entered the house, but no 
Pete was there. ‘The bird had flown and 
the disappointed Kentuckian returned, grum- 
bling, to his hotel, firmly convinced that 
Pete was a lying, nigger, any how and not to 
be trusted.—Cin. Gazette. 


_ 
—_ 


Sewarp Firu.—Gen. Cass made an as- 
sault upon the doctrines of Mr. Seward.— 
He was horror struck at them. Poor old 
gentleman! He is very much like the un- 
fortunate pro-slavery minister who was un- 
expectedly called upon to close with prayer 
at an anti-slavery meeting. He prayed, that 
God might do away with the evil, “ but,” 
said he, “ oh, Father do it in a Constitutional 
way.” But Seward cared not for his wo- 
manish fears, and badged not at his threats. 
Nobly he replied :— 

“TI stand by every word that 1 uttered on 
that subject on the occasion referred, to as it 
is recorded. I have no explanations to make 
here nor elsewhere. My positions are not 
without explanations there. I have only to 
say that my conscience is in my own keeping, 
and that the consciences of others are in 
theirs—they will take care of their own, and, 
by God’s help, 1 will take care of mine.” 


_ 








Tne Barnsurners (of New York) have 
surrendered every point in dispute with the 
Hunkers, and only ask leave to sit below the 
salt at the common table. Commencing the 
feud by introducing resolutions approbatory 
of the Wilmot Proviso at the party Conven- 
tions, and refusing to sustain the party tickets 
when those resolutions were not adopted, 
they are now silent as sheep on the subject 
of Slavery Extension whenever a meeting 
of the party is held, and ask nothing but a 
| share of the party pudding, no matter how 
cirty. If the Hunkers will only forgive 
them their last freak, they will be careful 
not to have a principle again in twenty 
years. ‘Their “wild oats” are all sown, and 
they go in henceforth for the regular proven- 
der. “ Why should they not have absolution 
pronounced over them?” We can’t imag- 
ine.—.V. Y. Tribune. 








Letters of Mrs. Swisshelm. No. I. 
Visiting Washington—The Capitol—Mary- 
land—T he Slave-"Trade—Ross's Speech. , 


Washington Correspondence of The Tribune. 
Irvine Hovse, Wednesday, April 10. 


Dear Mr. Greevey: Away out in West- 
ern Pennsylvania, where I was born, the 
people used to talk a good deal about Con- 
gress and the Capitol. ‘They had news froin 
Congress—speeches made in Congress—and 
wonders to tell that were done there. One 
could hardly get the men folks to chop ov- 
en-wood if there was any late news from the 
Cupitol, and when they sat down to smoke 
and laid their feet up on the chimney-board 
to dry, they twisted their cigars round to one 
corner of their mouths, held them in their 
teeth, and through the little aperture utter- 
ed great words of glorions doing or terrible 
disasters at Washington. Sometimes things 
would get into a desperate fix, and by the 
words that curled up among the tobacco 
smoke, one could learn the clouds were 
about to grow nignardly and withhold their 
rain—that the sun was to stop shining for 
want of gas, and “my bony lady moon” to 
take permanent lodgings in a potato-pit, 
forced to suspend operations for want of 
funds; and all because somebody was going or 
was hot going to Washington. Is it any won- 
der Eshould get to think this same Washing- 
ton awonderful place, and feel very curious to 
see it? As the common consent of mankind 
has assigned to Woman an extra quantity of 
curiosity in lieu of other inalienable rights, 
the righ to gratify that curiosity should be 
included in the grant. I for one take it for 
granted that it is so; and hope you will not 
object, especially as this same inquisitive- 
ness leads me to wonder how the crude ideas 
of a Western woman would look in the col- 
umns of the far-famed ew York Tribune, 
beside the finished productions of the mas- 
ter minds of the age. You will respect this 
laudable curiosity as woman’s natural right, 
Iam sure, and so permit me to tell your 
readers of all and sundry the wonderful 
things in this wonderful place. 

In the first place you know the Capitol is 
sublime. I never before saw anything the 
work of man’s hand that struck me with such 
sublimity. Coming by the Baltimore Rail- 
road, it suddenly starts into view, in the 
midst of a wilderness, like the glorious 
visions of our prophet poets, on the desolate 









wastes of our present bleak and barrren 
worl 
Maryland! poor Maryland! how disconso- 


lies, with shackled limbs and cold 
less bosom. It is very wonderful to 
old State lie inactive, with great 
tracts, as far as the eye can reach, at the very 
foot of the Capitol, stretching out in primi- 
tive wilderness or exhausted barren wastes. 
I wondered much, but when I saw an old 
man stand, with face as_ black as chon, and 
hair as white as snow, with the cringing as- 
pect of a vassal, and the coarse and tattered 
garments of a slave, I knew that Maryland, 
like a second Rachel, was weeping for her 
children and refusing to be comforted; not 
that they “are not,” but that they are worse 
than if they had never been. The poor, old, 
desolate mother! One would think that at 
this moment she held up her hands, like Ja- 
cob of old, to plead, “Joseph is not, and 
Simeon is not, and will ye take Benjamin 
also?” For long years she has lain in an 
apathy of grief, as the thousands of her chil- 
dren have cast themselves upon her bosom 
to utter their agony of prayer to the God of 
the oppressed, who seemeth not to hear.— 
Many thousands of them have dragged their 
manacled limbs away, away toe return no 
more; and as the mother lay, the springs of 
her bosom have been dried up by sorrow’s 
fires, and her children are torn from her, 
and sent to seek the sustenance she can no 
longer give. Premature old age has come 
upon her, and yet it is not enough. Those 
who should comfort her who should give her 
“beauty for ashes and the oil of joy for 
mourning,” are seeking for another Egypt 
where her Josephs may be sold into bond- 
age—a cattle-market for her sons and daugh- 
ters, where their bodies and souls, like those 
of the craven Egyptians, may be exchanged 
for corn. 

These thoughts naturally auggest them- 
selves after passsing through the garden-like 
plantations of eastern Pennsylvania and then 
coming suddenly to an extended waste, re- 
minding one who has seen both, of the 
hackleberry districts of Butler County. As 
the locomotive sped along and set the trees 
to dancing, waltzing, whirling to the music 
of its railroad gallopade, I sat watching for 
the overflowing barns, the flocks and herds, 
the troups of poultry, green fields, extensive 
gardens, hot and greenhouses, that I sup- 
posed must extend far and wide for many 
miles in every direction from so famous a 
city as our great Washington, that Pandora 
box from which proceeds all things good 
and evil, and cannot well describe my sur- 
prise when, as we passed a tract of soil ap- 
parently too poor to bring mullin and pen- 
nyroyal, and partially enclosed with a rick- 
ety old post and rail fence, made with spider- 
leg posts and three thin rails, here and there 
propped with rotten sticks, or interwoven 
with brush and briars, suddenly as thought 
the great marble edifice loomed up in the 
horizon—the Capitol of this great Repub- 
jic in the anidst of a desert! 

’ Here, Mr. Greeley, let me take breath, 
and recover from the mortification I have 
just now suffered! When I got thus far Dr. 
| Snodgrass called to say it was time to goto 
| the Capitol, where I had been yesterday to 
_hear Harris of ‘Tenn. bedaubing the rem- 
| nant of the Northern Democracy who had 
|“ stood against the s-t-o-r-m—stood firm while 
| the thunders roared, and one after another 
had fallen a victim” to their great love for 
the glorious Constitution and its immortal 
compro‘nises. Poor fellows! how I pitied 
' them and felt benevolently inclined to offer 
| the loan of an umbrella, much as any one 
dislikes to lend that article. But it was piti- 
ful to think of their standing in the rain, and 
‘it thundering! Ie appeared to think they 








were in as sad a situation as the “ meander- 
ing” lover, I once heard a Western orater 
talk of, who “had nauthing but c-o-I-d airth 
fur a downy pillow, and the broad canopy of 
the blue skies fur a cuverin.” Indeed it 
might have drawn tears from all eyes to 
to hear the Hon. gentleman groan forth the 
single hard ‘storm’ in that deep gutteral ago- 
ny a revival preacher is apt to use in the lat- 
ter part of an exhortation. The poor gen- 
tleman did appear to be in a sad way about 
the political executions of his dear friends 
and allies. Moreover he says you wicked 
Northern Whigs are every man of you in 
favor of the horrible Wilmot Proviso!— 
Some Democrats too were recreant to their 
sacred trust of defending the “ glorious privi- 
lege,” not of being independeut, but of 
whipping women and selling babies. It is a 
very great shame for you all to tax your 
Southern brethren with such unbrotherly 
kindness; and if you do not speedily do 
works meet for repentance, something ter- 
rible is going to happen! Just mindif it 
does not! 

But I have run away from my subject!— 
What I was going to tell you was about the 
speech to-day of Ross, from our State. Oh 
how my cheek is burning! I tremble with 
indignation to think my native State—my 
own noble old Pennsylvania has given birth 
to such a caricature of manhood—such a 
poor, miserable apology for the likeness of 
the Eternal. I cannot tell you about it. 1 
cannot bring myself to repeat his words of 
sickening servility. Your regular corres- 
pondent will do that soon enough, and too 
soon. Then, when he had earned his re- 
ward—a pat on the back and a stroke on the 
head—to see the entire Southern delegation 
come up with their congratuletions—their 
well done, good and faithtul servant! Ilow 
long, Oh Lord, how long shall they, under 
the Statue of the goddess of Liberty— 
American Liberty—exchange triumphant 
greetings on these mutual efforts to extend 
and perpetuate the ‘ vilest system of Slave- 
ry that ever saw the sun! The mail is 
about leaving. If I am not too fanatical to 
be admitted into your columns, I shall soon 
write again, Yours, respectfully. 

Jane G. SwissHELM. 


_-— 
—- 


To Maveholdcrs and their Allies. 








BY JOHN G. WHITTIER. 





Quench every free discussion light— 
Clap on the legislative snuffers, 
And caulk with ‘resolutions’ tight 
The ghastly rents the Union suffers ! 
Let Church and State brand Abolition 
As heresy and rank sedition ! 


Choke down, at once, each breathing thing 
That whispers of the Rights of Man; 
Gag the free girl who dares to sing 
Of Freedom o’er her dairy pan ; 
Dog the old farmer’s steps about, 
And hunt his cherished treason out ! 


Do more: Fill up your loathsome jails 
With faithful men and women—sct 

The scaffold up in those green vaies, 
And let the verdant turf be wet 

With blood of unresisting men— 

Ay, do all this, and more—what then? 


Think ye, one heart of man or child 
Will falter from its lofty faith, 

At the mob’s tumult fierce and wild— 
‘lhe prison-cell—the shameful death ? 

No !—nursed in storm and trial long, 

The weakest of our band is strong. 


Oh! while before us visions come 

Of slave ships on Virginia’s coast— 
Of mothers in their childless home, 

Like Rachel sorrowing o’er the lost— 
The slave-gang scourged upon its way— 
The blood-hound and his human prey— 


We cannot falter! Did weso, 
The stones beneath would murmur out, 
Andall the winds that round us blow 
Would whisper of our shame about. 
No! let the tempest rock the land, 
Our faith shall live—our truth shall stand. 


Truc as the Vaudois hemmed around 
With papal fire and Roman steel— 
Firm as the Christian heroine bound 
Upon Domitian’s torturing wheel, 
We bate no breath—we curb no thought— 
Come what may come, WE FALTER NoT! 
a 


TaxinG Staves To Carirornia.—A Ha- 
yana correspondent of the Cincinnati En- 
quirer says: 

On our vessel are quite a number from 
Kentucky, several taking with them slaves 
under an agreement to give them their 
freedom for two years’ services in the mines. 
Will the slaves adhere to the contract? They 
are honest, and will not violate their word— 
they had opportunities to leave on the Indi- 
ana shore; every inducement was offered at 
Evansville and other places for them to leave 
they resisted all; and then they leave be- 
hind families for whom they have the same 
interest that we have in ours, whose freedom 
they expect in time to purchase. 


ti, 


Tre Proviso.—lI trust that the provision 
to stop the spread of Slavery and the Slave 
trade, will be placed in every territorial bill, 
ay, and also in the California bill, in the 
very language the State has already adopted. 
With the help of the 25 members who rep- 
resent their negro property, and the Unien’s 
25 lineal descendants ot the impenitent thief 
on the cross and of Mr. Jupas Iscariot, 
many enemies of freedom have hopes that 
the Proviso will be killed, but I have some 
faith in the North yet, and am sure that 25 
traitors to freedorn, or deserters at the vote 
will not be found among the representatives 











of Free States.— Wash. Cor. une. 


A Lover in Darkness, 

A gentleman in black transmits the follow- 
ing to the Charlesion Mercury: 

Sewarn’s Serren.— Messrs. Editors: I hava 
recently received, through the mail, a copy of 
Mr. Sewar's speech, franked by that Senator; 
and it is understood that most of the clergy of 
South Carolina have been thus honored. Wilk 
you permit me, through your columns, to sug- 
gest tomy Reverned Brethren the course which 
Ihave myself adopted, viz.; to erase their own 
names from the envelope, and re-direct the same, 
“Hon. W. H. Seward, Washington, D. C.>" 
It is proper for us, at times, to rebuke folly and 


vice, even thorgh manu not hone that our mont- 
trons will prove effectual. It we tail to convince 


the honorable gentleman and his clique of ignor- 
ance and presumption, we may, perchance, suc- 
eeed in securing ourselves for the future, from 
the intrusions of Abolition blasphemy. 
CLERICUS. 

The Parson is quite right as to the 
propriety of rebuking folly and viee, even 
when your pearls are east before such swine 
as he advertises himself And should they 
take a heggish finecy to heave your pearls 
back again, so that you may make another 
and more effective disposition of them, you 
have the satisfaction ot having tried to bene- 
fit them, and lost little or nothing by it. We 
trust everyone of his sort will send back the 
Speech by all means. Though a quarter of 
a million copies of it have already been print- 
ed, the demand for it is not half supplied 
yet—V. FL Tribune. 

PLP ee 

Crem County (Mio.) Court. —Editor In- 
dicted for .Ibolition Publications.—A searching 
inquiry was made hy the Grand Jury of Ce- 
cil County Court, at Elkton, last week, touch- 
ing certain illegal abolition papers circulated 
in that town, and an indietment was found 
against William "VT. Jeandell, one of the edi- 
tors of the Blue fies Chicken, published ae 
Wilmington, Del. ‘the J hig supposes he 
will be demanded of the Governor of the 
State of Delaware for trial at Elkton, The 
particular paper presented bore date the 8th 
of February last, and the objectionably matter 
was a resolution purporting to have been 
passed at a Convention held at Syracuse, N. 
Y., stating that the slaves of the South would 
be justifiable in rising in arms to assert their 
freedom, and that they—the parties wha 
adopted the resolution—would not assist to 
suppress an insurrection. It was proved that 
from ten to filteen copics of the paper eame 
to the Elkton Post-Office, sent gratuitously 
in most cases.—2iui!!. Sun. 

Why don’t the above Grand Jury in- 
dict the Declaration of Independence, the 
New Testament, and every other publication. 
which teaches incendiary doctrines ?—Trib. 

<= ” 

A Genrrovs Derp.—On the morning 
after the delivery of Gov. Brigg’s address 
before the Seamen’s Widow and Orphan 
Association of this citry, a colored man eall- 
ed at the door of one of the lady managers 
of the Association, left what appeared to be 
a note, and turned quickly away without es 
word of explanation, or giving an oppertuni- 
ty fora single inquiry. It proved to be a 
simple envelope, enclosing a one dollar bill, 
and upon the inside of the envelope the in- 
scription, in brief but significant characters: 
“ For the widows and orphans of mariners.”’— 
This was undoubtedly the voluntary and 
liberal offering from the scanty carnings of 
the bearer—probably some colored sailor— 
anoble example of modest kindness and 
generosity. And yet this whole-souled man, 
so alive to the claims of the suffering and 
unfortunate, of such teader susceptibilities 
and noble impulses, cannot enter a South- 
ern port in the discharge of the duties of his 
chosen occupation, without being liable to 
imprisonment and the danger of being sold 
into perpetual slavery to pay his prison fees! 
— Register, Salem (Vuss.) 

And Gen. Taylor, whom the Register 
recommends to its ! 





readers nga fit ruler of 
this Christian people, owns, and buys, and 
sells such colored people as this generous 
sailor, and perhaps would be the purchaser 
of him if he were sold from a New Orleans 
jail. What a vile institution is that which 
perpetrates such atrocities! and what base 
men are those who propose to compromise 
with it, that it may blast more human hearts 
and curse additional soil! Esser C. Freeman. 
_— Se —_— -+--— = 

Mason’s Biiw.—There are those who 
think that the proposed law, if passed, will 
become a dead letter. We differ from such 
persons. If there be not suflicient morak 
power arrayed against it, to defeat its adop- 
tion, from whom can we expect the moral 
power to defeat its execution? There are 
those in our large cities who would delight 
in a slave-hunt, were they proteeted in the 
infernal chase by the sanction of law. Lee 
us not be deceived. Those editors who stand 
by Webster and his slaveholding wicked- 
ness, afford no assurance that they are too 
virtuous to reduce their profligate theory to 
practice. ‘The apology which they make for 
their position is the Constitution; and that 
is broad cnough.—F. p.—.Vorth Star. 

—_—<—— 

Stace Errect.—We copy the following 
from a Jate letter in the N. O. Bulletin, from 
a New York correspondent, New York 1s 
compound—London in its business cbar- 
acter—Paris in its tashious. 

Theatrical novelties are notthe only ones 
in our city. It seems hy an advertisement 
in a city newspaper, that “new dodges” 
have crept into the cliurch of the Baptist de- 


nomination, Whose pastor, the Rev. J. D. 
Secley, a very modest man seems to think 
the beauty and dignity of religion as super- 


intended by him is not of snflicient iInper- 
tance and attracttions; he therefore has 
caused a large painting ofa scrious character 
to be placed on the churelh, end announces 
the fact in a published advertisement— 
“Says the latter, “it can he seen every 
Lord’s day? and continurs “the Rey. J. D. 
Seeley, the originator of the design, and 
through whose instrumentality the vast help 
to worship (observe the words we have plae- 
ced in Ktalic,) has been introduced, still con- 
tinues to preach to the admirers of tha 
beautiful work ofart.”. There, can you mateb 





that in all the annals of N. Orleans oddities ” 
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I LOVE AGITATION WHEN THERE IS CAUSE FOR 
IT——THE ALARM BELL WHICH STARTLES THE IN- 
HMAPITANTS OF A CITY, SAVES THEM FROM BEING 
BURNED IN THEIR BYos.— Burke. 


Salem, Ohio, April 27, 1849. 








ters. W. Watrxxn will give an Anti-Slavery 
Address in Friends’ mecting-house on Green 
atreet, to-morrow (Sunday) evening at half-past 
7 o'clock. Samvet Bxooxe will also be pres- 
ent, and may perchance have something to say 
upon the great question of the day. We hope 
to sce a large mecting. 
inns 
terTur Beate of this week will be sent to 
many individuals in different parts of the coun- 
try who are not subscribers, but whose intorest 





in the proceedings of the Women's Convention 


wiil make it for once at least a welcome visiter. 
To such let us say, that while we ask no com- 
pensation for ihe trouble and inconvenience 
which the prompt publication of these proceed- 
ings has cost us, (having given them a place in 


our columns con amore,) we shall nevertheless 


be glad if this ‘good turn’ in aid of a cause 
which as yet has no organ of its own through 
which to communicate with the public, shall be 
in the shape of 
an effort to extend our circulation. The Bugle 
isand must be mainly devoted to the great 


+1 » 9 
yLiiCr 


thought to ‘deserve an 


movement (Anti-Slavery) w hich has done more 


hi ] + WEA he hiie mil 
than any thing clse to arouse the public mind 


: : —_" £4) oe 
of this country to aconsideration of the Wrongs | 


of Woman, and to prompt Women themselves 
to step forth from their cireumscribed ‘sphere’ 
and struggle earnestly for their own moral and 
intellectual elevation. Anti-Slavery has been 
the school in which thousands of Women have 
made the discovery of their own enforced sub- 
serviency to man, and acquired the courage 
necessary to a successful effort to throw off the 
trammels of a faise educati 


calmness the snecis and reproaches eycr so 


. } 
profusely heaped upon those who war against 


the tyranny of Custom and the inexorable dic- 
tum of acorrupt Public Sentiment. To cx- 
tend, therefore, the circulation of a thoroughgo- 
ing Anti-Slavery journal is no inefficient meth- 
od of promoting the cause of Woman's Ienfran- 
chisement and Elevation.—We will only add, 
that the Western Anti-Slavery 
greatly in need of the help which an increased 


Yor 


Society is now 


gubscription to its paper would afford. 
terms see First Page. 
Gnaseatgraenliipe wma 


The Women's Convention. 


We give up this week the largest part of our 
space to the proceedings of the Ohio Women’s 
Convention. No enlightened Abolitionist, we 


are sure, will require of us any apology for this 


' 
course, or fail to appreciate the considerations | 


both of policy and principle which in this re- 
spect have controlled our judgment. ‘True, a 
rigid construction of the rule generally (and we 


may add justly) applied to papers which are the , 
organs of Socictics devoted to any specific enter- | 


prise of benevolence, would have excluded these 
proceedings from our columns; but all general 
rules, however wise or sensible, have their ex- 


ceptions. This great movement for the enfran- 


chisement of Woman is a legitimate (and we 


might add a robust end beautiful) child of Anti- 
Slavery, and has not yet attained sufticient 
strength to be sent forth from the parental fold 
to struggle alone against the obstacles which lie 
in its path. We may in truth add, that of all 
the Reforms to which the Anti-Slavery Entcr- 
prise has given birth, (and the family is not a 
small one,) no one promises to be more service- 
able to the world or more helpful to its Parent 
than this. 
display of maternal or paternal fondness on the 
part of Abolitionists toward this favorite child 
ef their deepest affections. 


Let no one wonder, therefore, at any 


Of the Convention itself we have not room to } 


speak as our feelings prompt. On the score of 
numbers, intellectual force, moral courage, dig- 
nity and enlightened zeal, it exceeded our most 
Sanguine anticipations and surpassed our high- 
est hopes. The Counties in this immediate vi- 
cinity were largely represented, and that, too, 
by women of the highest intellectual cultiva- 
tion and social standing, showing clearly enough 
that the movement is not the result of a blind 
impulse, but of intelligent conviction and a far- 
sccing devotion to a rightcous though unpopu- 
lar cause. The proceedings were marked by 
courtesy, dignity and good sense; and among 
the crowds of men who witnessed them, we do 
not believe there was one who did not in his 
heart fecl ashamed of the tyranny of his sex as 
exhibited 
equal participation in the responsibilities of go- 


in the exclusion of woman from an 


vernment and socicty. 


The proceedings speak f 
aitention of thoughtful and ear- 


We hope 


4 


will excite the 
nest minds throughout the country. 
the newspaper press will diffuse them : 


is widely 
} 


as possible, and that the pamphlet in whic 


they will soon appear may find a welcome in 
every intelligent family, 


—_— - 





Mrs. Jongs’s Appnass.— Next weck we shall 
publish entire the masterly Address read to the 


Women’s Convention on Friday last by J. Exiz- | 


anrtit Jonzs. ‘The readers of The Bugle will be 


giad to hear azain from one whose pen has done 
ud edify 
We shali print : 


80 much to instruct ar 
years. 
commodate those wl 
Address an 


sil 
ders should bo sc 


e who may wish to circulate the 


} 
sane t 
ion 

> 


it to J. Barnaby. 
pies , 
Single; 2d cents per dozen, 
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CP We havo a few extrac »pies of this weck’s 


Bugle, whieh may be hadif applied for im 


diately. 








Txrvos ix Wasurncroy.—We 
yoom to say, that Foote’s Omnibus 


spn's Scheme for catchinz fugitives. I: 


ts fate in the Touse. 


OHIO WOMEN’S CONVENTION. 


—_——_— 


MINUTES. 


Pursuant to a Call for a Convention of the 
Women of Ohio, to be held in Salem on the 19th 
of April, 1850, to concert measures to secure to 
all persons the recognition of Equal Rights, and 
the extension of the privileges of Government, 
without distinction of sex or color; the mecting 
convened in the Second Baptist Church, et 10 
o’clock, A. M. 

On motion of Emily Robinson, of Marlboro’, 
the mecting was organized by appointing Mary 
Axxe W. Jounson, of Salem, President pro tem., 
and Sanau Coates, of Marlboro’, Secretary 
pro tem. 

On motion of J. Elizabeth Jones, of Salem, 4 
Committee, consisting of Martha J. Tilden of 
Akron, Emily Robinson of Marlboro’, J. Eliza- 
beth Jones and Jane Trescott of Salem, and Jo- 


The Committee on an Address to the Women 
of Ohio reported the article prepared by them, 
which was adopted. 

On motion of Hannah Wileman, a resolution 
was passed thanking the friends who have s0 
| largely contributed to the interest of the meet- 
| ing by their interesting communications. Like- 
wise resolved, that the thanks of the Conven- 
‘tion be given to the Friends, and also to the 
| members of the Second Baptist Church, for the 


use of their meeting-houses for the sessions of ; 


| the Convention. 

Adjourned sine die. 

BETSEY M. COWLES, Pres't, 
Lypra B. Intsu, 
Haxnriet J. WEAVER, 

{ Rana Dota, 


Vice Pres’ts. 


| Canorine STANTON, 
| Aww Exiza Ler, 
| Sarr B. Gove, 


Secretaries. 


sephine Griffing of Litchficld, was appointed | 


as a class are subjected, and from which results 
so much misery, degradation andcrime. _ 

21. Resolved, That we appoint a Committee 
to attend to all the interests of this Cause, and 
to fix upon the time and place of holding our 
next Convention. : 

22. Resolved, That we will personally inter- 
est ourselves in promoting the circulation of 
those periodicals which endeavor to promote 
this great cause of Justice and Equal Rights. 





MEMORIAL, 

The Memorial of the Ohio Women's Convention, 
held in Salem, Columbiana County, April 19¢h 
and 20th, 1850, respectfully represents : 

We believe the whole theory of the Common 

Law in relation to Woman is unjust and degra- 


ding, tending to reduce her to a level with the 


| slave, depriving her of political existence, and 


forming a positive exception to the great doc- 
trine of Equality as sct forth in the Declaration 
of Independence. 

Ia the language of Walker, in his ‘ Introduc- 


: ‘ 
r themselves, and | 


them in former 
. fow extra copies to ace | oe e * 
}na Dota, Akron; Elizabeth Wilson, Jane Mce- | 
heir friends and neighbors. Or- | 
Price 3 cts. 


mme- 


have only 
Committee 
with Honry Clay at its lead, has been carried 
in the Senate, and that the admission of Califor- 
nia is to be linked in the same bill with the or- 
ganization of Utah and Now Mexico, and Ma- 
will 
ss the Senate, but noone can tell what will be 





tion. 
The Call of the Convention was then read by 
the President pro tem., after which the Commit- 


tee to nominate oflicers reported as follows: 

President—BETSEY M. COWLES, of Can- 
ton. 

Vice Presidents—Lypta B. Intsu, of New Lis- 
bon; Hanns J. Weraver, of Salem; Rana 
Dota, of Akron, 

Sceretaries—CARoOLInE Stanton, of Salem; 
Ann Exiza Lex, of Randolph; Sarre B. Gove, 
of Salem. 

Business Committee—-Mary Anne W. Johnson, 
of Salem; Josephine Griffing, of Litchtield; 
| Mary II. Stanton, of Salem; Esther Ann Lu- 
|kens, of New Garden; Cordclia Smalley, of 
Randolph; Emily Robinson, of Marlboro’; J. 
Elizabeth Jones, of Salem. 


‘The report was accepted, and the persons 


named elected officers of the Convention. 
J. Elizabeth Jones read a letter addressed to 
the Convention by Lucretia Mott, enclosing a 


copy of her ‘ Discourse on Woman,’ delivered 


at the Assembly Buildings, Philadelphia, Dec. 
17th, 1849. It was voted that the Discourse be 
also read, which was done by J. E. Jones. It 
was listened to with marked interest by the 
whole Convention, 

Martha Jane Tilden moved the appointment 
of a Committee to prepare an Address to the 
| Women of Ohio; and Emily Robinson and Ma- 

ry Gilbert of Marlboro’, and Esther Ann Lu- 
kens of New Garden, were appointed that Com- 
mittee, 

| Mary Anne W. Johnson read an interesting 
letter from Lucy Stone, of West Brookfield, 
Mass, 

On motion adjourned till 2 o’clock, P. M., at 
| the Friends’ mecting-house. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The meeting being called to order, the Busi- 
ness Committee reported several resolutions, 
which were laid upon the table to give way for 
the reading of communications to the Conven- 





' tion from abroad. 

The Convention then listened with deep at- 
tention to letters from Lydia Jane Pierson, Ed- 
itor of the ‘ Lancaster (Pa.) Literary Gazette’ ; 
Mercy L. Holmes, of Selma, Clark Co.; A. 
! Brooke, of Oakland; and Elizabeth C. Stanton, 
of Seneca Falls, New York, which were follow- 

ed by an able address by J. Elizabeth Jones. 


to nominate permanent officers of the Conven- | 


RESOLUTIONS, 


Wuerras, all men are created equal and en- 


dowed with certain God-given rights, and all 
just government is derived trom the consent of 


the governed ; and whereas, the doctrine that 
}*man shall pursue bis own substantial happi- 
ness’ is acknowledged by the highest authority 


| to be the great precept of Nature ; and whereas, | 
{this doctrine is not local, but universal, being | 


dictated by God himself; therefore 


1. liesclved, ‘Lhat all laws contrary to these | 


o 


| 

| fundamental principles, or in conflict with this 
| great precept of nature, are of no binding obli- 
| gation, not being founded in equity or justice. 

2, Resolved, ‘That the prohibition of Woman 

from participating in the enactment of the laws 
| by which she is governed is a direct violation of 
, this precept of Nature, as she is thereby pre- 
| vented from occupying that position which du- 

ty points out, and from pursuing her own sub- 
stantial happiness by acting up to her conscien- 
tious convictions; and that all statutes and con- 
stitutional provisions which sanction this prohi- 
bition are null and void. 

3. Reselved, That all rights are human rights, 
and pertain to human beings, without distine- 
} tion of sex; therefore justice demands that all 
{ laws shall be made, not for man, or for woman, 

but for mankind, and that the same legal pro- 
tection be afforded to the one sex as to the oth- 
er. 

4. Resolved, That the servile submission and 
quict indifference of the Women of this country 
in relation to the unequal and oppressive laws 
by which they are governed, are the fruit either 
ot ignorance or degradation, both resulting ie- 
gitimately from the action of those laws. 

5. Resolved, That the evils arising from the 
present social, civil and religious condition of 
women proclaim to them in language not to be 
misunderstood, that not only their own welfare, 
but the highest good of the race demands of 
them, as an imperative duty, that they should 
secure to themselves the elective franchise. 

6. Resolved, That in those laws which confer 
on man the power to control the property and 
person of woman, and to remove from her at 
will the children of her affection, we recognize 
only the modified code of the slave plantation ; 
and that thus we are brought more nearly in 
sympathy with the suffering slave, who is de- 
spoiled ot all his rights. 

7. Reselved, That we, as human beings, are 
entitled to claim and exercise all the rights that 
belong by nature to any members of the human 
family. 

8. Resolved, That all distinctions between men 
and women in regard to so cial, literary,pecuniary, 
religious or political customs and institutions, ba- 
sed on a distinction of sex, are contrary to the 
laws of Nature, are unjust, and destructive to the 
purity, elevation and progress in knowledge and 
goodness of the great human family, and ought 
to be at once and forever abolished. 





The preamble and first six resolutions were | 
then taken up and discussed by Ann Clark of | 
Deerfield, Jane and Rachel Trescott, Mary Anne 
W. Johnson, Martha Hillman and J. Elizabeth 
Jones of Salem, Jane and Sarah Paxson, Sarah 
Coates and Hannah Wileman of Marlboro’, Ra- 

' na Dota of Akron, Josephine Griffing of Litch- 
| tield, and others, and were adopted. 


| 


| 


morning. 
SATURDAY MORNING. 
According to adjournment, the Convention 
assembled at 9 o'clock, A. M. The minutes of 
; yesterday's proceedings were read and adopted. 


| Letters from Emma Stcer, of Cadiz; Ruth 
| Dugdale, of Selma; Sarah Pugh, of Philadel- 
| phia; Frances D. Gage, of McConneilsville; 


| Mrs. Sanford, of Cuyahoga Falls; Elizabeth 


| Wilson, of Cadiz, Author of ‘A Scriptural 
| View of Woman's Rights and Duties’; and 
Harrict N. Torrey, of Parkman, were read and 
| reecived with great acceptance. 


The Business Committee reported various res- 


' olutions, which, after being discussed by Ann 
' ‘ iy 7 
Clark, Sarah Coates, Mary Anne W. Johnson, 
; Ann Shreve, Jane Trescott, Ann Hambicton, 


| Ann Eliza Lee and others, were unanimously 
| adopted, and are hereunto annexed. 
| . - 
| Onmotion of Mary AnneW. Johnson, a Com- 


| mittee of three was appointed to bring forward 
; names for a Standing Committee for the coming 
} . ° P 
| year, and also names for a Committce on Pub- 


| lication. 


9. Resolved, That the practice of holding wo- 
men amenable to a different standard of propri- 
ety and morality from that to which men are 
heid amenable, is unjust and unnatural, and 
highly detrimental to domestic and social virtue 
and happiness. 

10. Kesolved, That so long as women oppose 
the examination of the position and duties of 
woman in all the various relations of human 


| life, they do but enhance and perpetuate their 
| own degradation, and put far off the day when 


' 
| On motion adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow | 
| 


social laws and customs shall recognize them as 
equally entitled with men to a voice in creating 
and administering the governmental and reli- 
gious institutions under which they and those 
who are dear to them live. 

11. Resolved, That the political history of 
Woman demonstrates that tyranny, the most 
degrading, crucl and arbitrary, can be exercised 
and produced the same in effect under a mild 
and republican form of government as by an he- 
reditary despotism. 

12. Resolved, That while we deprecate thus 
earnestly the political oppression of Woman, we 
see in her social condition, the regard in which 
she is held asa moral and intellectual being, 
the fundamental cause of that oppression. 

13. Resclved, That amongst the principal 
causes of such social condition we regard the 
public sentiment which withholds from her all, 
or almost all, lucrative employments, and en- 
larged spheres of labor, 

14. Resolved, That in the difficulties thus 
east in the way of her self-support, and in her 
consequent dependence upon man, we see the 
greatest influence at work in imparting to her 
that tone ot character which makes her to be re- 
garded as the ‘ weaker vessel.’ 

15. Kesolved, That as all things work in a 
circle, such places as we have spoken of will on- 
ly be opened to woman as she shows by the 
cultivation of her own mind, and the force of 








J. E. Jones, Cordelia Smalley and 
| Emily Robinson formed the Committee. 

| The Committce on a Memorial to be present- 
!ed to the Constitutional Convention, reported, 


and their report was accepted and adopted. 


| ‘The Committee to bring forward names for a 
| Standing Committee for the year, reported the 
following: 


Merey L. Holmes, Ruth Dugdale, Selma; 
Ann Shreve, Massillon; Mary Grissell, Esther 


| Sallie B. Gove, Salem ; 


atchfield ; Maria L. Giddings, Jefferson; Cor- 
delia L. Smalley, Cynthia M. Price, Randolph ; 


ia B. Irish, New Lisbon; Jane Lewis, Jes- 
sie Pullan, Cincinnati; Martha J. Tilden, Ra- 


Nealy, Cadiz; Frances D. Gage, McConnells- 
| ville; Susan Marshall, Painesville; Harriet N. 


Sarah Foster, Cleveland; Elizabeth Brooke, 
Oakland; Susan Donaldson, New Richmond; 
Susan E. Wattles, Clermont; Rachel Nichols, 
Walhonding; Elizabeth Wileman, Mary L. Gil- 
bert, Marlboro’; Eliza Holmes, Columbiana. 





Maria B. Garrigues, Sallie B. Gove, and Caro- 


The reports were accepted and adopted. 





meet the expenses of publication. 


' 
| A. Lukens, New Garden; Maria B. Garrigues, 


Josephine Griffing, | 


Torrey, Parkman; Sarepta Brown, New Lyme; | 


The Committee also reported the names ot 
line Stanton for a Committee on Publication.— 


On motion of M. A. W. Johnson, a Commit- 
tee of three was appointed to procure funds to 





| them, and that herself must prove her cour- 

| age by calmly putting forth her hand to grasp 

| them, in disregard of the usages which have 
| hitherto withheld them from her. 

} who content themselves with an idle, aimless 
life, as involved in the guilt as well as the suffer- 


| ing of their own oppression; and that we hold | 
co forth into the world, in the face | 2 mee 
| ly to the soil that sustains it. 


| those who 
of the frowns and the sneers of the public, to 
{ill large spheres of labor, as the truest preach- 
ers of the cause of Woman's Rights. 

Wiuereas, one class of society dooms wo- 
; man to a lite of drudgery, another to one of de- 


, pende nce and frivolity; and whereas, the edu- | are 
| the rights of the master and those of the slave, 


cation she generally receives is calculated to cul- 
tivate vanity and dependence, therctore— 

17. Resolved, That the prevalent ideas of fe- 
| male education are in pericct harmony,with the 
| position allotted her by the laws and usages of 
socicty. 

18. Resolved, That the education of woman 
should be in accordance with her responsibility 
in life, that she may acquire that self-reliance 
and true dignity so essential to the proper ful- 
tilment of the important duties devolving on 
her. 

19. Resolved, That, as woman is not permit- 
| ted to hold office, nor have any voice in the go- 
| vernment, she should not be compelled to pay 
| taxes out of her Scanty wages to Support men 
| who get eight dollars a-day tor taking the right 
| to themselves to enact laws for her. 
| 20. Resolved, That we, the Women of Ohio 

will hereafter meet annually in Convention to 
| consult upon and adopt measures for the remo- 
|val of various disabilities—political, social, re- 
' ligious, legal and pecuniary—to which women 


' 
| tion to American Law,’ “ Women have no part 
| or lot in the formation or alministration of the 
soyernment. They cannot vote or hold office. 


They are required to contribute their share, by 


way of taxes, to the support of the government, 


| the globe, in the m 


her own character, that she is capable of filling | 





16. Resolved, That we regard those women | 


j know them? They are of Gad. 


| design is happiness, 


but are allowed no voice in its direction. They 
are amcnable to the laws when made, but are 
allowed no share in making them. ‘This lan- 
guage, when applied to males, would be the ex- 
act definition of political slavery.’”’ Is it just or 


wise that Woman, in the largest and professed- 


| ly the freest and most enlightened Republic on 


iddle of the nineteenth cen- | 
tury, should be thus degraded? 

We would especially direct the attention of 
the Convention to the legal condition of married 
women. Not being represented in those bodies | 
from which emanate the laws to which they are | 
obliged to submit, they are protected neither in 
person nor property. “The merging of Wo- 
man’s zame in that of her husband is emblemat- 
At the 


marriage ultar the law divests her of all distinct 


ical of the fate of all her legal rights.” 


individuality. Blackstone says, ‘The very be- | 


ing or legal existence of the woman is suspend- 


ed during marriage, or at least is incorporated | 


or consolidated into that of the husband.” Le- 


gally she ceases to exist, and becomes cmphati- | 
cally a new creature, and isever after denied 
the dignity of a rational and accountable being. 
The husband is allowed to take possession of her 
estates, as the law has proclaimed her legally 
dead. 


he can coliect and dispose of the profits of her 


All that she has becomes legally his, and 


labor without her consent as he thinks fit, and 


she can own nothing, and have nothing, which 


is not regarded by the law as belonging to her 


husband. Over her person he has a more lim- | 


ited power. Still, if he render life intolerable, 


so that she is forced to leave him, he has the 


power to retain her children, and ‘seize her 
and bring her back, for he has a right to her so- 
ciety, which he may enforce either against her- 
self, or any other person who detains her.”’— 
(Walker, p. 226.) 

Woman, by being thus subject to the control 
and dependent on the will of man, loses her 
self-dependence, and no human being can be de- 
prived of this without a sense of degradation.— 
The law should sustain and protect all who come 
under its sway, and not create a state of depend- 
The 
laws should not make Woman a mere pension- 


ence and depression in any human being. 


er on the bounty of her husband, thus enslaving 
her will, and degrading her to a condition of ab- 
solute dependence. 


Believing that Woman does not suffer alone 
when subject to oppressive and unequal laws, 
but that whatever affects injuriously her inter- 
ests is subversive of the highest good of the 
race, we earnestly request that in the New Con- 
stitution you are about to form for the State of 
Qhio, Women shall be secured not only the 
Right of Suffrage, but all the political and legal 
rights that are guaranteed to men. 

Signed on behalf and by direction of the Con- 
vention. 








ADDRESS TO THE WOMEN OF OHIO. 
Adopted by the Women’s Convention, at Salem, 
April 20, 1350. 
How shall the people be made wiser, bet- 
ter and happier? is one of the grand inquiries 
of the present age. 





The various benevolent | 
associations hold up to our view special forms | 
of evil, and appeal to all the better feelings of 
our nature for sympathy, and claim our active 
efforts and co-operation to eradicate them.— 


Governments at times manifest an interest in 
human suffering, but their cold sympathy and | 
tardy efforts scldom avail the sufferer until it is | 
too late. Philanthropists, Philosophers and 
Statesmen study and devise ways and means 
of the people. Why | 
have they so little practical effect? It 
cause the means employed are not ade juate to | 
the end sought for. 


to aincliorate the condition 


is be- 


To ameliorate the cffects 
of evil seems to have been the climax c f philan- 
thropic effort. We that 


lopping the branches of the tree but causes the 


+*,,)1 


respectfully suggest 
. tmke deancer and ; li - ! 
roots to strike deeper and and cling more close- 
Let the amelio- 
rating process go on, until evil is exterminated 
root and branch; and for this end the people 
. . . . 7 
must be instructed in the Rights of Humanity: | 
nity ; 
in the rights ‘rand the rig "Or 
not in the rights of mer. and the rights women, 


but in the perfect equality of the Rights of 


Jian. 
The Rights of man! whence came they = what 


are they? what is their design! How do we 
Those that 
most intimately affect us as human beings are 
ings ar 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Their 
The human organization 
is the charter-deed by which we hold ti 


hem.— 
Hence we learn that rights are coeval with the 


human race, of universal heritage, and inalie- 
nable, that every human being, no matter of 
what color, sex, condition or clime, possesses 
those rights upon a perfect equality with all 
others. The monarch on the throne, and the 
begger at his feet, have the same ; man has no 


more, woman no less. Rights may not be usurp- 





ed on one hand, nor surrendered on the other, 


because they involve a responsibility that can 
be discharged only by those to whom they be- 
long, those for whom they were created; and 
because without those certain inalienable rights, 
human beings cannot attain the end for which 
God the Father gave them existence. Where 
and how, can the wisdom and ingenuity of the 
world find a truer, stronger, broader basis of hu- 
man rights? 


_ity and a just application of the Principlg 
equality, we shall be able to maintain then » 
You ask, would you have Woman, by cd 
ging in political party bickerings and : 
strife, sacrifice her integrity and purity: my 
neither would we have men do it. We i, 
that the natural tendency of the i 
tion of society is to this end, but it is yp, 
| disgraceful and wicked, and destructive r 


CONst}; 


ode 


of § 
To secure these rights, says the Declaration’ man happiness. We want to rey lutionize . 

of Independence, “ governments were insiitu- | constitution of society by the application of 

tel among men, deriving their just powers | principles of eternal truth, right and jy; : 


from the consent of the governed ;”’ and ** when- 
ever any form of government becomes destruc- 
tive of those ends, it isthe right of the people 


to slter or abolish it, and to substitute new gov- | 


ernment, laying its foundation on such prin- 


ciples, and organizing its powers in such form 
as to them shall scem most likely to effect their 
safety and happiness.” 


The government of this country, in common 


with all others, has never recognised or at- 


tempted to protect women as persons posse sung) woman. 
i 


the rights of humanity. 


cognised and protected as appendages to men, 


without independent rights or political existence 


They have been re- 


We hold that whatever is essentially wr 


“> 


a woman to do, cannot be rightfor man. 7 


. . . - 4 
ception and intrigue (the elements of ; 

~ . ~——/e 
craft,) be degrading to woman, can thoy ly, 


j nobling to man? If patience and forbear,: 
| adorn a woman, are they not equally saben 
toa manly character? If anger and turbulen., 
disgrace woman, what can they add to the g ’ 
tyofman? Nothing, because nothing a, : 
| morally right for man that is morally WTONg for 
Woman, by becoming the exeeys a 


inflict no greater wrong on Society than 1, 


same done by man; but it would create 


—unknown to the law except as the victims of  tenser fecling of shuddering horror, and w; 


its eaprice and tyrany. This government hav- 
: ° +u fy qm 
ing therefore exercised powers underived from 


the consent of the governed, and having signal- 


| we conceive, rouse to more healthful) a: ‘ 
man’s torpid feelings of justice, mercy and 


|ency. And so also, if woman had free s. 


i?) 


‘sy 
ly failed to secure the end for which all just the full exercise of the heavenly gra res 
government is instituted, should be immediate- | men so gallantly award her, truth, ; 
ly altered or abolished. |} merey would be invested with a mor 

We cannot better describe the politi al con- charm. But while the y continue ’ 
dition of woman, than by quoting from a dis- obedience to arbitrary commands, to sa 
tinguished Lawyer of our own State. Pref.) love of admiration and a desire for fry ok 
Walker, in his ‘Introduction to American Law,’ | amusements; while they crush the power 


says: 

Of Husband and Wife—* We have a few 
statutory provisions on the subject, but for the 
most part the law of husband and wite is com- 
mon law, and you will tind that it savors of its 
origin in all its leading features. The whole 
theory isa slavish one, compared even with the 
civil law. Ido not hesitate to say, by way ot 
arousing your attention to the subject, that the 
law of husband and wife, as you gather it from 
the books, is a disgrace to any civilized nation. 
Ido not mean to say, that females are degraded 
in point of fact. 1 only say, that the theo- 
ry of the law degrades them almost to the level 
of slaves.”’ 

We thank Prof. Walker for his 
might have added that the practice of the law 


candor. Ile 


does degrade woman to the level of a slave. He 
also says: 

“With regard to political rights, females 
form a positive exception to the gencral doctrine 
of equality. They have no part or lot in the 
formation or administration of government. 
They cannot vote or hold office. We re- 
quire then to contribute their share in the 
way of taxes forthe support of government, 
but allow them no yYoice in dirce- 
tion. We hold them amenable to the laws 
when made, but allow them no share in ma- 
king them. This language applied to males, 
would be the exact definition of political slave- 
ry; applied to females, custom does not teach 
us so to regard it.” 


its 


Of married women ke says : 

“The legal theory is, that marriage makes the 
Husband and wife one person, and that person 
is the husband. Hethe substantive, she the 
adjective. Ina word, thefe is scarcely a legal 
actof any description she is competent to per- 
form. If she leave him without cause,” (legal) 
‘she may seize and bring her back, for he has a 
right to her society which he inay enforee cither 
against herself or any other person.” 

‘©All her personality in regard to property 
becomes the husbands by marriage, unless tlic 
property has been specially secured to her. If the 
property be not in his possession, he may take 
measures to reduce it to possession. He can 
thus dispose of it in spite of her. If debts 
were due to her, he may collect them. If he 
was himself the debtor, the marriage cancels 
the debt. It she has earned money by her 
own labor during marriage, he may collect it.— 
In regardto realty (real estate) he controls the 
income, and without her consent he cannot in- 
cumber or dispose of the property beyond his 
own life,” 

Women, married or single, have no political 
rights whatever. While single, their legal rights 
are the same as those of men. When marricd 
their legal rights are chiefly suspended. 


“The condition of the wife may be inferred 
from what has already been said. She is al- 


most at the mercy of her husband; she can ex- | 


ercise no control over his property or her own. 
As agenecral rule, she can make no contracts 
binding herself or him. Her contracts are not 
merely voidable, but absolutely void. Nor can 


) she make herself liable for his contracts, torts 


or crimes. Her only separate liability is for her 
owncrimes. Her only joint liability is, for her 
own torts committed without his participation, 
and for contracts for which the law authorizes 
her to unite with him. She has no power over 
his person, and her only claim upon his proper- 
tyis fora bare support. In no instance can 
she suc, or be sued alone in acivil a tion; and 


| there are but few cases in which she can be join- 


edin a suit with him. 


the mind 
| 


| to reason and progress; while thev arrogate : 


by opposing authority and pr 


| themselves the right to point us to the | 


i : 
duty, whil® they close the 


ath 
avenucs of know 
| ledge through public institutions, and mon 

\ lize the profits of labor, mediocrity and infer 
{ , 


ority must be our portion. Shall we accept i 


| or shall we strive against it ? 
Men are not destitute of justice or humanity 
| and let it be remembered that there are hosts of 
noble and truthful ones among them that depre 
cate the tyranny that enslaves us; and nons 
among ourselves can be more ready than they 
to remove the mountain of injustice which 
the savagcism of ages has heaped upon ou 
sex. If, therefore, we remain unemancips 
ted and degraded, the cause may justly be tr 
We hare 


at our disposal the means of moral agitation ani 


ced to our own apathy and timidity, 


influence, that can arouse our country to 4m. 





| ving sense of the wickedness and folly of du 
ha ei ; E 
| franchising half the people. 


| delay to use them. 


Let us no longer 


Lct it be remembered, too, that tyrannical 
and liberal as our government is, low as it pls. 
ces us in the seale of existence, degrading as 
its denial of our capacity for self-government, 
still it concedes to us more than any other gov. 
ernment on earth. Woman, over nearly )a/ 
the globe, is now and always has been wuts 
chattel. Wives are bargained for, bought and 
sold, as other merchandize, and as a conse 
quence of the annihilation of natural right, they 
have no political existence, In Hindostan, the 
evidence of woman is not received in a court of 
justice. The Hindoo wife, when her husband 
| dics, must yield implicit obedicuce to the oles 





son. In Burmah, they are not allowed to wv 
cen the steps of a court of justice, but are ol 
ged to give their testimony outside of the build- 
ing. In Siberia, women are not allowed to step 
The 


Mahomedan law forbids pigs, dogs, women and 


across the toot-prints of men or reindeer. 


other impure animals to enter a mosque. The 
Moors, for the slightest offence, beat their wives 
most cruelly. ‘The Tartars believe that women 
were sent into the world for no other purpose 
but to be useful, convenient slaves. ‘Io these 
heathen precedents our Christian brethren some- 
times refer to prove the inferiority of woman, 
and to excuse the inconsistency of the only gov- 
ernment on earth that has proclaimed the equal- 
ityofman. An argument worthy its source. 

In answer to the popular query, Why should 
Woman desire to meddle with public affairs? 
we suggest the following questions: 

1. Is the principle of taxation without repre- 
sentation less oppressive and tyrannical thas 
when our fathers expended their blood and tret- 
sure rather than submit to its injustice? 

2. Is it just, politic and wise, that Universi- 
tics and Colleges, endowed by governments 





should be open only to men? 
3. Is it easier for government to reform lazy, 


vicious, ignorant and hardened felons, than for 


acme ritatel ee 


eda ain ae 


» 


i staatinnde Sisal aaacant. 


we) 





PRE Maio 


ube 


- . —_ : } H- } 

| anywhere else, is she allowed to make a w 
| haply she has any thing to dispose of." } 
! 


| whose blood does not tingle at this cool, lawyer- 


| Our persons, and interwoven with the most sa- | nal 


| 

We 
. ' j 
In Ohio, but hardly | 
il, ig | Cuuagntened, humanity-loving parents to “ tran 
; pupa hild in the way it should go” 

Women of Ohio! whose cheek does not blush,} 4. 


‘. 


liow can a mother who does not un let 


stand and therefore ran not appreciate the ngh 





7 oe . an 1: woe ‘. a . ° ® 
like recital of the gross in lignities and wrongs | of humanity, train up her child in the way! 
which government has heaped upon our sex >— should go # 
With these marks of inferiority brand 5 igi 

] se marks of inferiority branded upon | 5. Whence originates the necessity of 4 [ 


‘ 


code: 
ered relations of huinan existence, how can we 6. It is computed that over ten millions of 
m | 4 i » Misa? 
+¢ . a Be “— 
rise to the true dignity of human nature, and! dollars are annually expended in the Unt 
| dischar re faithfully the im} ortant dut: ¢ : Shot p ‘ , ; ; { 
5 waar sat portance Cuties ass:yn- states { . 9 — ares [o# 
ed uS aS respunsible. int i 7 . os : | : se the Suppre ssion of crime. } 
a pensivie, intellugent, self-controling | much of this waste of treasure is traces! 5 


} : » 
members of socety : lefectis P “1 
. detective family government ? 
a 4 ; 


No wonder that so many of our politicians an antiquity make wrong right 


{ 

| 

are dough-faced serviles,. y ithout ind ] ’ ue gi 
) cTvies, without independence n conclusion, we make our appeal to our ® 


or manhood; no wonder our priest ters of Ohio to arise from the lcthargy of #8 


: tS are time- 
serving and sycophantic; no wonder that so | tO assert their rizhts as independent human 
many men are moral cowards and cringing ings, to demand their true position as cee? 
poitroons, without self-respect. What more | Tesponsillc co-workers with their brethren * 


a ee er : 

could be expected ofa progeny of slaves? Slaves | this world of action and responsibility. We 

re w i a a i ~ ’ 

are we, poutically and legally. Ilow can we, | urge you by your self respect, by your love®™ 
. ee ° e ’ - ed "at , 4 s 

, » en: P } ain . 5 , 

who itis said are the educators of our . hildren, | Your offspring, by every consideration of ree 


presc nt to this nation any thing else but a gen. for the human race, to arise and take poser 


»Tat: ott 1: . ° 

eration ofserviles,while we ourselves are inaser- | sion of your birthright to freedom and equa} 
- o** whe sae hee 

hy tne 


our 


ile condition, and padlocks are on our lips? No! | Take it not as the gracious boon tendered 


if men would be men worthy of the name, they | chivalry and gallantry of superiors, but as ¥ 
must cease to disfranchise and rob their wives right on prin iples of justice and equality. 
and mothers; they must forbear to consign to The present isa most favorable time {oF the 
cir sisters and/| Women of Ohio to demand a recognition ° 
the daughters ; and would we be women worthy | their rights. ‘The organic law of the State # 
companionship of true and noble men, we must about undergoing revision and alteration. 1+* 
cease longer to submit to tyranny. Let us rise it not be our fault, if the rights of human:ty, 


olny might of self-respect and assert our rights, and not alone those of ‘free white male citize™ 
and by the aid of truth, the instincts of human- are recognized and protected. Let agit 


political and legal slavery th 


. sR 3 : 
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— the subjectin the family circle, in public assem- without — ay on - — From Elizabeth Wilson. turning the widow out of house and home ith. “W : = 
ples = -e are mer chine: sed at th s- : ey 
6 blies and through the press. Let us flood the we are mere mt : - adhere: Capiz. Ohio, Apri] 12th, 1850 a dependant on the cold chariti f 4 Woman’s duty is her sphere, and | cally plunged ina d . 
~ and ee ae oes anj_ eretion of our owners. Should we possess , Ohio, Apri 1, | feel 1arities of an un- | her duty is to stay at home, mind her house, | his | & degradation lower than 
Constitutional Convention with memorials an® sy we Jose all control over it, and asa| Dear Mrs. Roprson: I thankyyou for | law as orld, Thus we see that the civil | and keep quiet.” There we agree, as well | Wor oe 
enga. engpane F ; ¥> ' . . . | r . NSON: A is bits tute a nae ’ man 
addresses, trusting to truth and a righteous general thing all right or fille to it. Our per-| the kind and earnest invitation you bavé'| pressor ie wife and widow’s tyrant and op- | as join issue. Woman’s duty is to mind her , those who cates ot laws made | 
Doig ° —— . ‘ e Rip ARBOR. 008 . . ad th : ss - Y . : e. s | $ ey ' : : 
> “ cause for the success of our efforts. sonal rights are wrested from us to that ex- | honored me with on behalf of the Commit- ienie tin enen ef the Que of w domestic concerns, and it isto make her bet-; and representation are ~ nie aan taxation : 
0, ——_—__—_——_— tent that coercion may be used to compel | tee of Arrangements, my much esteemed | being denied the rig! its of women | ter in that, that we wish to elevate her. It) the use and imposition fe ae? while ip 
know LETTERS. obedience to the demands, just or unjust, of'| friend your husband uniting in the solicita- | gallant ior paeiiioaes : . ony oe is her duty as a wife to obey and seck to be | representation, she is phe hee eres =a 
. \ ; ai 2 a. de ear a e ‘A ss 7 : 1s are to 1e a sex. - e e # | . * b Vv wit o ee 
Mstity. From Mercy L. Holmes. our so-called protectors. | Heaven save us from | tion to attend the Convention of Women to | Are they governed by the gold =a _ taught in all things pertaining to her moral, | fluence. Should she hint that the woe 
such protection: Again, as if to add insult | assemble in Salem on the 19th and 20th in- | government that is entitl “4 a ile. rule? A | social, and spiritual welfare. A judicious} and practice do not agree she — — 
ao ail ¢ ~ ge : aie the" geeer se oT eg, Bee ° ~ 2d to or 4 sh; . ‘ . . rely 
of hu. Sexma, April 12th, 1250. to injury, the marriage contract, as It 1s fulse- | Stant. It is perhaps unnecessary for me to | have no class ne so TT a a oe busband should stand next to God as a direc- | told, that “Woman should not talk kp 
ize To the omen’s Convention, assembled in Sa- ly called, is such that woman 1 addition to | say, that [heartily concur in the measure, as made for 1 iy fi a“ sstcengihe “waldo tor. As a mother she should teach and be | In most of the States, the marti lw, tre 
the lem, april, Mh. heing degraded by previously existing laws | my opinions on this question are already be- | mankind Aer nor for woman, but for | kind, as a daughter considerate and obedi- | loses, by her marriage, the c Y } f hice 
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